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New York State Solid Waste Management Plan

https://dec.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2024-05/finalsswmp20232.pdf

conserve natural 
resources 

reduce pollution and green 
house gas (GHGs) emissions

while supporting 
thriving communities

OBJECTIVES

https://dec.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2024-05/finalsswmp20232.pdf
https://dec.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2024-05/finalsswmp20232.pdf
https://dec.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2024-05/finalsswmp20232.pdf


The Focus of the Putnam County Solid Waste 
Program
2026-2035

Reduce the amount of solid waste 
destined for disposal by preventing 
the generation, reducing our solid 

waste footprint and increasing reuse, 
recycling, composting and other 

sustainable materials management 
methods 

Establish a unified 
county-wide Local 

Solid Waste 
Management Plan 

(LSWMP)

Identify solid waste 
management practices to 

encompass more 
educational and 
innovative ideas.



The Current State of Putnam County Solid Waste
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The Plan

The Future of Putnam County Solid Waste – Strengthening the Connection
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Vape Disposal/Rechargeable Batteries

The NY Attorney General’s Office has announced that JUUL settlement 
funds are now eligible for use toward the safe and proper disposal of 

vapes as hazardous waste

• Fire and environmental hazards: Improper disposal can cause fires or 
leak toxic chemicals from lithium batteries.

• Hard to recycle: Vapes are often non-recyclable due to sealed designs 
and lack of dedicated battery recovery systems.

• Low public awareness: Most users don’t know proper disposal methods, 
leading to unsafe trash or recycling bin disposal



Challenges and Opportunities for SWM

OPPORTUNITIES
•Standardized county-wide approach
•Identify and prioritize solid waste 
infrastructure improvements
•State and local policy alignment
•More funding potential

CHALLENGES
• Structure and adherence
• Uneven resources and capacity 

across municipalities
• Transition and fiscal barriers
• Community buy-in and public 

resistance



How does the Legislature play a role?

PolicyApprovals & 
Accountability

Budget Community 
Engagement



LSWMP Approval Process

Draft LSWMP Submission – Local government submits draft plan to NYSDEC for review

NYSDEC Technical Review – Agency evaluates plan for compliance with state regulations and guidelines

Public Comment Period – Draft plan released for public review and comment (45 days); there is a 15 day notice to public 
required before the public comment period begins

Plan Revisions (if needed) – Local government addresses public and NYSDEC feedback, revising plan as needed

Final NYSDEC Approval – Plan approved once all 
requirements and comments are satisfactorily addressed

Submit to Legislature for Resolution for the adoption of the 
plan

Implementation – Approved plan becomes effective; local government proceeds with waste management programs



Thank You!

Contact the Department of Health

Phone:  845.808.1390
Address:  1 Geneva Rd.

 Brewster, NY 10509

Savannah Usher, PhD-c, MPH
Savannah.usher@putnamcountyny.gov

@PutnamHealthNY
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