














» roclamation

April 2026 as Alcohol Awareness Month

WHEREAS, alcohot is the most commonly used addictive substance in the United States, and 28.8 million adults ages
18 and older suffer from a diagnosable Alcohol Use Disorder; and

WHEREAS, underage alcohol presents an enormous public health issue and alcohol is the most prevalently used
substance among children and adolescents. Annually, approximately 3,602 youth under the age of 21 die from motor vehicle
crashes, other unintentional injuries, homicides, and suicides that involve underage drinking; 140,000 people die each year from
alcohol-related causes: drinking and driving crashes, other accidents, falls, fires, alcohol-related homicides and suicides; and

WHEREAS, negative health, social, and economic problems result from the use of alcohol by youth. Underage alcohol
use is a causal factor in a host of serious problems, including traumatic injury, violent and property crime, high-risk sexual activity,
Fetal Alcohol Syndrome, alcohol poisoning, and need for treatment for Alcohol Use Disorder; and

WHEREAS, the 2024 Prevention Needs Assessment Survey reports that 34% of Putnam 12t graders have used alcohol
in the past thirty days; and

WHEREAS, young people who begin drinking before the age of 15 are four times more likely to develop Alcohol Use
Disorder than those who begin drinking at age 21: and

WHEREAS, over 7.5 million children live in a household where at least one parent is dependent on or has misused
alcohol; and

WHEREAS, aicohol-related problems cost America $249 billion in lost productivity, absenteeism, healthcare costs, crime,
and family-related problems; and

WHEREAS, the typical American will see 100,000 beer commercials before they turn 18; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the Putnam County Executive and the Putnam County Legislature do hereby proclaim April 2026 as
Alcohol Awareness Month and along with the Putnam County Department of Mental Health, Carmel Communities That Care
Coalition and all prevention, treatment and recovery providers in Putnam County; all residents are encouraged to increase their
awareness of substance use disorders and the risks associated with underage drinking; all residents are encouraged to make
referrals for low-threshold supportive services for any concerns of underage alcohol use or alcohol misuse.

Kevin Byrne, Putnam County Executive Daniel G. Birmingham, Chair, Putnam County Legislature



Broclamation

April 2026 as Autism Acceptance Month

WHEREAS, Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) is a neurodevelopmental difference affecting 1 in 31 children and
1in 44 adults in the United States today; and
WHEREAS, individuals with autism are valued and integral members of our communities, contributing their unique
talents, and perspectives to all aspects of society; and
WHEREAS, there is a growing recognition of the importance of shifting from awareness to acceptance, embracing
inclusion, promoting belonging, and honoring the dignity and worth of every individual; and
WHEREAS, understanding and respecting neurodiversity strengthens our communities by fostering equity,
compassion and the celebration of differences; and
WHEREAS, creating inclusive environments requires ongoing education, advocacy and collaboration among
individuals, families, educators, employers and policymakers; and
WHEREAS, the month of April serves as an opportunity to celebrate the achievements and contributions of
individuals with autism, while recognizing and addressing the challenges they may face; now therefore be it
RESOLVED, that the Putnam County Executive and Putnam County Legislature do hereby proclaim April 2026 as
Autism Acceptance Month and that during this month, we reaffirm our commitment along with local service providers, schools,
organizations and the community at large to:
* Adctively remove barriers and create equitable opportunities for autistic individuals in all aspects of life.
» Foster understanding and acceptance by promoting education and awareness via partnered events like the Autism
Acceptance Walk.
» Advocate for accessibility by supporting and implementing environments, services and resources that meet the
diverse needs of individuals with autism.

Kevin Byrne, Putnam County Executive Daniel G. Birmingham, Chair, Putnam County Legislature



B roclamation

April 2026 as Child Abuse Prevention Month

WHEREAS, the majority of child abuse cases stem from situations and conditions that are preventable in an
engaged and supportive community; and

WHEREAS, communities must make every effort to promote programs and activities that create strong and
thriving children and families; and

WHEREAS, the Child Advocacy Center of Putnam County, the Department of Social Services Child Protective
Services, Child Welfare Services, Legal Division, and Safe Harbour Putnam County are deeply committed to serving
child abuse victims and their families with sensitivity, understanding, and compassion and providing services
necessary to help healing begin; and

WHEREAS, the Child Advocacy Center of Putnam County, the Department of Social Services Child Protective
Services, Child Welfare Services, Legal Division, and Safe Harbour Putnam County especially this month should
be commended and recognized for working with schools, faith communities, civic organizations, law enforcement,
and the business community to implement prevention programs to ensure the physical, mental, and emotional
health and well-being of the children of Putnam County; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the Putnam County Executive and the Putnam County Legislature do hereby proclaim April
2026 as Child Abuse Prevention Month in Putnam County and acknowledge that we must work together as a
community to increase awareness about child abuse and contribute to promoting the social and emotional well-
being of children and families in a safe, stable, and nurturing environment.

Kevin Byrne, Putham County Executive Daniel G. Birmingham, Chair, Putnam County Legislature



B roclamation

April 2026 as Donate Life Month

WHEREAS, through their membership in the New York State Association of Counties (NYSAC), New York's
Counties have come together to collectively support several important causes; and

WHEREAS, in New York State there are approximately 8,018 people waiting for an organ transplant which
represents the third highest need in the nation; and last year, approximately 285 individuals died while awaiting an organ
transplant; and

WHEREAS, a single individual's donation of the heart, lungs, liver, kidneys, pancreas, and small intestine can save
up to eight lives; donation of tissue can save and heal the lives of up to 75 others; and

WHEREAS, organ, eye, and tissue donation are life-giving and healing acts recognized worldwide as expressions
of compassion to those in need; and

WHEREAS, New York State’s County governments play a key role in raising awareness of the need for organ, eye,
and tissue donation through the interactions County officials have with the public regarding this subject through local DMV
offices, local boards of elections, departments of health, naturalization ceremonies, and veterans’ programs; and

WHEREAS, such interactions by Putnam County officials with the public provide opportunities for the provision of
information on how individuals can help their fellow New Yorkers by signing up as organ and tissue donors; and

WHEREAS, the Putnam County Clerk’s Office, through its Department of Motor Vehicles, wishes to promote the
month of April 2026 as "Donate Life Month" in Putnam County and calls on residents to join the New York State Donate Life
Registry; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the Putnam County Executive and the Putnam County Legislature hereby proclaim the month of
April 2026 as "Donate Life Month" in Putham County and encourage County departments involved in providing information
on organ and tissue donations and enrolling residents in the New York State Donate Life Registry to engage in activities
throughout the month to increase the number of organ and tissue donors and promote awareness of the need for organ and
tissue donations in Putnam County.

Kevin Byrne, Putham County Executive Daniel G. Birmingham, Chair, Putnam County Legislature



2 roclamation

April 20, 2026 as Healthy Teen Brain Day

WHEREAS, our youth are our greatest joy and our hope for the future, so it is necessary for us to support them
in making safe and healthy decisions, while creating a supportive environment that safeguards their future; and

WHEREAS, the majority of our youth are making very healthy and safe decisions to remain marijuana-free and
providing leadership in their schools and communities to help other youth remain marijuana-free; and

WHEREAS, there is strong objective evidence that marijuana is harmful to the adolescent brain, with the
potential to cause distorted perceptions, difficulty with thinking and problem solving, disrupted learning and memory,
and impaired reaction time, attention span, judgment, balance and coordination; and

WHEREAS, it is with special pleasure that the Putnam County Youth Bureau, Putnam County Department of
Mental Health and Putnam County Legislature join with the youth and adult leaders of the Carmel Communities That
Care Coalition in celebrating “Healthy Teen Brain Day” to applaud and support our youth who are making healthy
decisions; and

WHEREAS, on behalf of the residents of Putnam County, we are pleased and proud to join all associated with
the inception of “Healthy Teen Brain Day” and urge all residents to acknowledge this very important day; now therefore
be it

RESOLVED, that the Putnam County Executive and the Putnam County Legislature do hereby proclaim April

20, 2026 to be Healthy Teen Brain Day in Putnam County and proudly join my fellow residents in marking this very
special occasion.

Kevin Byrne, Putham County Executive Daniel G. Birmingham, Chair, Putnam County Legislature



2 roclamation

National Library Week 2026

WHEREAS, libraries spark creativity, fuel imagination, and inspire lifelong learning, offering a space where individuals
of all ages can find joy through exploration and discovery; and

WHEREAS, libraries serve as vibrant community hubs, connecting people with knowledge, technology, and resources
while fostering civic engagement, critical thinking, and cultural enrichment; and

WHEREAS, libraries provide free and equitable access to books, digital tools, and innovative programming, ensuring
that all individuals—regardless of background—have the support they need to learn, connect, and thrive; and

WHEREAS, libraries partner with schools, businesses, and organizations to maximize resources, increase efficiency,
and expand access to essential services, strengthening the entire community; and

WHEREAS, libraries empower job seekers, entrepreneurs, and lifelong learners by providing access to resources,
training, and opportunities that support career growth and economic success; and

WHEREAS, libraries nurture young minds through story times, STEAM programs, and literacy initiatives, fostering
curiosity and a love of learning that lasts a lifetime; and

WHEREAS, libraries protect the right to read, think, and explore without censorship, standing as champions of
intellectual freedom and free expression; and

WHEREAS, dedicated librarians and library workers provide welcoming spaces that inspire discovery, collaboration,
and creativity for all; and

WHEREAS, libraries, librarians, and library workers across the country are joining together to celebrate National
Library Week under the theme “Find Your Joy”; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the Putnam County Legislature and Putnam County Executive proclaim April 19 through April 25,
2026, as National Library Week. During this week, we encourage all residents to visit their library, explore its resources, and
celebrate all the ways that the library helps our community find joy.

Kevin Byrne, Putnam County Executive Daniel G. Birmingham, Chair, Putham County Legislature



April 12 — 18, 2026 as National Telecommunicators’ Week

WHEREAS, the Putnam County 911 Center answered 77,973 calls for help and dispatched Fire, EMS, and Police
agencies more than 38,000 times during 2025; and

WHEREAS, emergencies can occur at any time that require police, fire, or emergency medical services; and
WHEREAS, when an emergency occurs, the prompt response of police officers, firefighters, and paramedics is critical
to the protection of life and preservation of property; and

WHEREAS, the safety of our police officers, firefighters, and emergency medical services personnel is dependent
upon the quality and accuracy of information obtained from citizens who telephone the Putnam 911 communications
center; and

WHEREAS, Emergency Service Dispatchers are the first and most critical contact our citizens have with emergency
services; and

WHEREAS, Emergency Service Dispatchers are the single vital link for our police officers, firefighters, and emergency
medical services by monitoring their activities by radio, providing them information and ensuring their safety; and

WHEREAS, Emergency Service Dispatchers of the Putnam 911 Communications Center have contributed
substantially to the apprehension of criminals, suppression of fires, and treatment of patients; and

WHEREAS, each dispatcher has exhibited compassion, understanding, and professionalism during the performance
of their job in the past year; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the Putnam County Executive and the Putnam County Legislature do hereby proclaim the week of
April 12" through April 18" 2026 to be National Telecommunicators’ Week in Putnam County, in honor of the men and women
whose diligence and professionalism keep our County and its citizens safe.

Kevin Byrne, Putnam County Executive Daniel Birmingham, Chair, Putnam County Legislature



2 roclamation

April 2026 as Peers Influence Peers Partnership Month

WHEREAS, the use of alcohol and illegal drugs cause serious health, social, and educational problems for

our young people; and one in four high school girls will suffer from an abusive relationship before they graduate;
and

WHEREAS, it has been empirically proven that substance abuse is significantly involved in the three leading
causes of death for young people — car crashes, homicides, and suicides — and is also a major factor in school
dropouts, violence, and vandalism as well as HIV/AIDS, teenage pregnancy, rapes, and sexual assaults; and

WHEREAS, the recent upturns in drug and alcohol usage, as documented in state and national surveys,

show that we must target effective prevention strategies at key population groups, such as middle and high school
students; and

WHEREAS, the Peers Influence Peers Partnership has demonstrated a great deal of initiative and

sophistication in developing proactive media messages against dating and domestic violence as well as alcohol
and other drug use; and

WHEREAS, that work, which has been aired through numerous schools and cable TV systems throughout
our state, has won praise from many authorities; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the Putnam County Executive and the Putnam County Legislature do hereby recognize
April 2026 as Peers Influence Peers Partnership Month in hope that this declaration and a joint effort of all agencies
and authorities to encourage young people to help others by encouraging them to live safe and healthy lives, may
one day rid our children and their children’s children of the scourge of drug and alcohol abuse.

Kevin Byrne, Putnam County Executive Daniel G. Birmingham, Chair, Putnam County Legislature



M roclamation

April 2026 as Teen Driver Safety Awareness Month

WHEREAS, statistics and experience demonstrate that the greatest danger to our youth in Putnam County, and throughout our
country, are the dangers posed from traffic crashes; and

WHEREAS, highway crash statistics inform us that although teen drivers make up only 7% of the driving population, they
comprise 11% of the injury related automobile crashes; and

WHEREAS, the leading cause of accidental deaths to our youthful population throughout the United States are automobile
accidents; and

WHEREAS, analysis shows us that the reasons for teen overrepresentation in injury related automobile crashes include driver
inexperience, excessive speed, unnecessary risk taking, inattentive driving, and use of alcohol and drugs; and

WHEREAS, in Putnam County, we have too often experienced a tragedy with the death of a teen driver at the wheel. Many of
these deaths occurred during the Spring and Summer months with a high incidence rate during the period leading up to prom
season; and

WHEREAS, all accidents are preventable and crash rates can be lowered through the use of education and awareness
programs through the use of our school systems, law enforcement programs and youth services organizations such as Boy Scoults,
Girl Scouts, Junior RTC programs, the Civil Air Patrol, and the Putnam County Sheriffs Office Cadet Program just to name a
few; and

WHEREAS, these programs work best when there is a period set aside for local government at every level, our school districts
and churches, synagogues, and youth service organizations coming together to provide these educational programs; now
therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the Putnam County Executive and the Putnam County Legislature do hereby proclaim April 2026 as Teen
Driver Safety Awareness Month in Putnam County. We encourage all levels of government, our school districts, law enforcement,
our churches and synagogues, our youth service organizations and the citizens of Putnam County to support programs that promote
teen driver safety awareness in Putnam County, thereby protecting one of our most precious resources, our children and
grandchildren.

Kevin Byrne, Putnam County Executive Daniel G. Birmingham, Chair, Putham County Legislature



SPECIAL MEETING
OF THE
PUTNAM COUNTY LEGISLATURE
CALLED BY THE CLERK AT THE REQUEST OF THE CHAIRWOMAN
HELD IN ROOM #318 OF THE
PUTNAM COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING
CARMEL, NEW YORK 10512

Tuesday October 14, 2025 5:30 P.M.

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 P.M. by Chairwoman Sayegh who requested that
Legislator Gouldman lead in the Pledge of Allegiance and Legislator Crowley to lead in the
Legislative Prayer. Upon roll call, Legislators Gouldman, Addonizio, Jonke, Birmingham,
Crowley and Chairwoman Sayegh were present. Legislators Montgomery, Russo and
Eliner were absent.

Item #4 - Approval/ Litigation Settlement/Arben Group, LLC v. County Of Putnam (Tabled
from the 10-7-2025 Full Mtg) was next.

Chairwoman Sayegh explained this item was tabled from the October 7, 2025, Full
Meeting. She opened the floor to her colleagues.

Legislator Jonke expressed his appreciation to his colleagues for agreeing to Table this
matter. He explained it allowed additional time to review the documentation, which he
did and is prepared to make an informed decision on the matter.

Chairwoman Sayegh made a motion to approve the following resolution; seconded by
Legislator Gouldman.

RESOLUTION #266

APPROVAL/ LITIGATION SETTLEMENT/ARBEN GROUP, LLC V. COUNTY OF PUTNAM
(Tabled from the 10-7-2025 Full Mtg)

WHEREAS, on July 12, 2023, Plaintiff Arben Group, LLC commenced action by
Summons and Verified Complaint against the County of Putnam in Supreme Court, Putnam
County (Grossman, J.) alleging that after Plaintiff entered into a May 24, 2021 contract with
Putnam County for services involving certain road reconstruction and bridge repairs in
Putnam Valley known as the Peekskill Hollow Road Bridge and Roadway Improvements
project, the County’s alleged actions and omissions thereafter including delays, defective
design, non-payments, misrepresentations, cardinal changes and project
mismanagement, were alleged to constitute a material breach of the contract resulting in
monetary damages to Plaintiff; and

WHEREAS, Plaintiff sought recovery for monetary damages in an undetermined
amount as well as costs, disbursements, attorney’s fees, and pre-judgment and post-
judgment interest; and

WHEREAS, after the County’s insurer, the New York Municipal Insurance Reciprocal
(NYMIR) declined to provide coverage on various grounds, the County retained outside
counsel with extensive experience and expertise in construction litigation, the Harris



Beach law firm, (Darius Chazifedah, Esq.), to defend the County’s interests in this matter;
and

WHEREAS, since action was commenced by Plaintiff in July 2023, such litigation
has been aggressively handled by the Harris Beach law firm including their filing a Verified
Answer pleading Counterclaims, commencing a third-party action for breach of contract
against Plaintiff and submitting claims against the surety on behalf of Putnam County;
and

WHEREAS, at the conclusion of extensive pretrial discovery including depositions
and following private mediation between the parties and multiple court conferences in
connection therewith, the parties recently arrived at a settlement value for this case of one
million six hundred thousand ($1,600,000.00) dollars; and

WHEREAS, Plaintiff agreed to a settlement with the County, subject to the
Legislature’s approval, in which the County agreed to pay Plaintiff the total sum of one
million six hundred thousand ($1,600,000.00) doilars in full and final settiement of all
claims asserted in this action; and

WHEREAS, the County’s outside counsel, Darius Chazifedah, Esq., has, following
consultation with the County Attorney and multiple conferences with various
representatives of the County, recommended the aforementioned settlement as an
alternative to trial; and

WHEREAS, outside counsel for the County of Putnam has in fact settled the matter
with Plaintiff for the sum of one million six hundred thousand ($1,600,000.00) doliars, and
Plaintiff shall execute the required Release which, upon formal approval by the Legislature
will be filed with the Court, thereby discontinuing this matter, and allowing Plaintiff to
receive his settlement payment in the agreed upon amount; and

WHEREAS, the aforementioned settlement is in the public interest and avoids the
costs of further litigation, eventual trial and possible appeal, additional attorney’s fees and
costs and the risk of a high verdict following trial; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the proposed settlement of this matter for the sum of one million
six hundred thousand ($1,600,000.00) dollars is hereby approved; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the County Executive is hereby authorized to sign any required
settlement documents on behalf of the County including a Settlement Agreement and
Release with respect thereto.

BY ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL AYES. LEGISLATORS ELLNER, MONTGOMERY & RUSSO
WERE ABSENT. MOTION CARRIES.

Item #5 — Approval - Budgetary Amendment (25A095) - Litigation Settlement - Arben
Group, LLC v. County of Putnam (Tabled from the 10-7-2025 Full Mtg) was next.
Chairwoman Sayegh stated this is the budgetary amendment related to the litigation
settlement, ltem #4. She stated it was also tabled from October 7, 2025, Full Meeting,

because the settlement matter was tabled.

Chairwoman Sayegh made a motion to approve the following resolution; seconded by
Legislator Gouldman.

RESOLUTION #267



APPROVAL - BUDGETARY AMENDMENT (25A095) - LITIGATION SETTLEMENT - ARBEN
GROUP, LLC V. COUNTY OF PUTNAM (Tabled from the 10-7-2025 Full Mtg)

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of Finance has requested a budgetary amendment
(25A095) to fund a legal settlement for Arben Group, LLC v. County of Putnam; and

WHEREAS, the Putnam County Legislature has reviewed and approved said
budgetary amendment; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the following budgetary amendment be made:

Increase Estimated Appropriations:
10193000 54933 Judgements & Claims 1,600,000

Increase Estimated Revenues:
10131000 427115 Judgements & Settlements Reserve 1,600,000

2025 Fiscal Impact — 1,600,000
2026 Fiscal Impact -0 —

BY ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL AYES. LEGISLATORS ELLNER, MONTGOMERY & RUSSO
WERE ABSENT. MOTION CARRIES.

Item #6 - Approval — Contract — Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) — Terry Hill Road
/ Route 311 (Tabled from the 10-7-2025 Full Mtg) was next.

Chairwoman Sayegh this item was Tabled from the October 7, 2025, Full Meeting in
order for the Legislature to receive and review additional information.

Legislator Birmingham stated that he supports the project and believes it will help the
safety of said intersection. He stated he will be voting “No”. He explained that he does
not recall the Legislature ever having to vote on a contract other than a Inter-Municipal
Agreement (IMA), Collective Bargaining Contract, or contracts related to land
transactions, such as easements, purchases or sales. He stated he will voting in favor
on the next item, which is the funding for the project. He clarified again in his
experience on the Legislature he does not recall ever voting on a Contract of this nature
and believes that is the role of the Executive Branch.

Chairwoman Sayegh made a motion to approve the following resolution; seconded by
Legislator Jonke.

RESOLUTION #268

APPROVAL - CONTRACT — MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU) - TERRY HILL
ROAD / ROUTE 311 PROJECT (Tabled from the 10-7-2025 Full Mtg)

WHEREAS, Putnam County, through its Department of Public Works has



determined that the intersection at Terry Hill Road and Route 311 woulid benefit from
improvements consistent with and to accommodate the current traffic volume and
patterns; and

WHEREAS, L.I.S.E., LLC, a private developer, is seeking to improve the area in
furtherance of its development project and accordingly supports this material
improvement to the Terry Hill and Route 311 intersection to better accommodate the
current traffic volume and patterns; and

WHEREAS, in consideration of the County's contribution for capital

improvements and L.I.S.E., LLC's contribution toward right-of-way acquisition and
design planning, the Administration, in accordance with applicable State and local law,
has entered into negotiations with L.1.S.E., LLC; and

WHEREAS, the Putnam County Law Department has prepared, and the County
Executive and L.I.S.E., LLC have executed a memorandum of understanding setting
forth the terms of engagement between the parties, which is annexed hereto as
Schedule " A"; and

WHEREAS, the Putnam County Law Department has also prepared a contract
between the County and L.1.S.E., LLC, which is annexed hereto as Schedule "B"; and

WHEREAS, the County Executive has requested that the Putnam County
Legislature approve such contract; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the Putnam County Legislature has reviewed the memorandum
of understanding between the parties, and has reviewed the proposed contract, and has
considered the benefit to the County in improving the County intersection at Terry Hill Rd
and Route 311; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Putnam County Legislature approves the contract between
the County of Putham and L.L.S.E., LLC, which shall be in substantial conformance with
the form attached hereto and made a part hereof as Schedule "B", and that the Putnam
County Executive is authorized to execute said contract; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the County Attorney is authorized to take whatever legal action
is necessary to effectuate this contract pursuant to its terms, which are approved herein.

BY ROLL CALL VOTE: FIVE AYES. ONE NAY - LEGISLATOR BIRMINGHAM.
LEGISLATORS ELLNER, MONTGOMERY & RUSSO WERE ABSENT. MOTION CARRIES.

Item #7 - Approval — Budgetary Amendment (25A080) — DPW — Empire State
Development Grant — Terry Hill Road Improvements (Tabled from the 10-7-2025 Full Mtg)

was next.

Chairwoman Sayegh stated this is the budgetary amendment related to the Terry Hill
Road Improvements matter addressed under Item #6. She explained the Terry Hill Road
Improvements matter was tabled at the October 7, 2025, meeting. She stated
accordingly the funding related to said road improvements was Tabled.

Chairwoman Sayegh made a motion to approve the following resolution; seconded by
Legislator Jonke.
RESOLUTION #269

APPROVAL - BUDGETARY AMENDMENT (25A080) - DPW — EMPIRE STATE
DEVELOPMENT GRANT — TERRY HILL ROAD IMPROVEMENTS (Tabled from the 10-7-



2025 Full Mig)

WHEREAS, on July 17, 2025, the County Executive was notified by Empire State
Development on the acceptance of Putnam County’s County Infrastructure Grant
Program (CIGP) application and to provide an update on the next steps in the Empire
State Development’s grant process; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of Finance has requested a budgetary amendment
(25A080) to account for the Empire State Development Grant and the agreement with
L.I.S.E., LLC to fund up to $100,000 in project right-of-way costs: and

WHEREAS, the Physical Services Committee and the Audit & Administration
Committee have reviewed and approved said budgetary amendment; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the following budgetary amendment be made:

CAPITAL FUND:

Increase Estimated Appropriations:
55197000 53000 52307 Terry Hill Road Improvements 100,000

Increase Estimated Revenues:
55197000 435971 52307 State Aid — Empire State Dev. Grant 500,000
55197000 427050 52307 Contribution 100,000

Decrease Estimated Revenues:
05000 45710N 52307 Bond Proceeds 500,000

2025 Fiscal Impact -0 —
2026 Fiscal Impact -0 —

BY POLL VOTE: ALL AYES. LEGISLATORS ELLNER, MONTGOMERY & RUSSO WERE
ABSENT. MOTION CARRIES.
There being no further business, at 5:41P.M., Chairwoman Sayegh made a motion to adjourn;

seconded by Legislators Jonke & Crowley; All in favor.

Respectfully submitted by Diane Trabulsy, Clerk.



THE PUTNAM COUNTY LEGISLATURE

40 Gleneida Avenue
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AGENDA
SPECIAL MEETING
OF THE _
PUTNAM COUNTY LEGISLATURE

CALLED BY THE CLERK AT THE REQUEST OF THE CHAIRWOMAN

TO BE HELD IN ROOM #318

PUTNAM COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING
CARMEL, NEW YORK 10512

Tuesday 5:30P.M. October 14, 2025
(The Budget Meetings: Audit & Rules will immediately follow.)

1. Plédge of Allegiance
2. Legislative Prayer

3. Roll Call

4. Approval - Litigation Settlement (Tabled from 10-7-25 Full Mtg)

Dist. 1
Dist. 2
Dist. 3
Dist. 4
Dist. 5
Dist. 6
Dist. 7
Dist. 8
Dist. 9

5. Approval - Budgetary Amendment 25A095 — Litigation Settlement (Tabled from

10-7-25 Full Mtg)
6. Approval — Contract - Terry Hill Road (Tabled from 10-7-25 Full Mtg)

7. Approval — Budgetary Amendment 25A080 — DPW — Empire State Development

Grant - Terry Hill Road Improvements (Tabled from 10-7-25 Full Mtg

8. Adjournment
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Committee: Rules Mtg Resolution #
Introduced By Regular Mtg: April 7, 2026
Seconded By Special Mtg

APPROVAL - PUTNAM ARTS COUNCIL GRANTS FOR 2026

WHEREAS, on February 12, 2026, the Putnam Arts Council reported
to the Putnam County Legislature their recommendations for distribution of
the 2026 Arts Link Community Regrant Program (formerly Putnam Arts
Fund) totaling $15,000; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the Putnam County Legislature accepts and
approves the recommendation of the Putnam Arts Council dated February
12, 2026, distribution of $15,000 for the 2026 Arts Link Community Regrant
Program for the first round of applications pursuant to the attached list.

ROLL CALL VOTE

YES

NO

YES

NO

YES

NO

YES

NO

Legislator Addonizio

Legislator Crowley

Legislator D’ Angelo

Legislator Gouldman

Legislator Montgomery

Legislator Regan

Legislator Russo

Legislator Sayegh

Chairman Birmingham
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Putnam Arts Council’s

2026 Arts Link Community Re-grant Program

Total County Funds: $15,000
Total requests: $100,500

Hudson Valley Shakespeare
Garrison, NY
Community Bake-Off Playwriting Series

Award: $2,000

Tompkins Corners Cultural Center
Putnam Valley, NY
The John Cohen Memorial Concert Series

Award: $3,500

Brewster Theater
Carmel, NY
A Cricket's Tale an original musical based on the story of "Pinocchio".

Award: $3,000

Town of Southeast Cultural Arts Coalition
Brewster, NY
2026 Brewster Summer Music Series

Award: $2,000




Brewster Theater
Carmel, NY
Into the Woods a musical

Award: $2,000

Garrison Art Center
Garrison, NY
Mentor Program for local high school students and professional artists.

Award: $1,000

Arts on the Lake
Kent, NY
2026 Summer Concert Series

Award: $1,500
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Putnam Arts Council @ the Belle Levine Art Center
521 Kennicut Hill Road, Mahopac, NY 10541

To: Diane Trabulsy for the Putnam County Legislature

From: Putnam Arts Council

Date: 2/12/26

Re: Funding Recommendations for the 2026 Arts Link Community Regrant
Program (formerly Putnam Arts fund)

The Putnam Arts Council’s independent Grant Review Panel determined funding
award recommendations for the 2026 Arts Link Community Arts Program
(formerly the Putnam Arts Fund) at a meeting held on February 8, 2026. These
funding recommendations are submitted for approval to the Putnam County
Legislature (see separate listing of funding recommendations). The Putnam Arts
Council administers its community re-grant program supported with public funds
from Putnam County and with public funds from the New York State Council on
the Arts with support from the NYS office of the Governor and the NYS
Legislature. Our Program is essential to the continued growth of the arts county
wide and to our ability to foster quality arts programs for the enrichment of our
residents and to encourage cultural tourism for the benefit of the entire
County. Our Program is comprised of an ongoing and detailed process:

¢ The first step is to provide technical assistance to each potential applicant
through informational seminars and meetings held onsite and virtually.
Informational seminars are presented by the Executive Director along with
our Grants Coordinator.
The second step is to create an independent panel of individuals from
throughout the County who are willing and able to review the applications
and make informed funding recommendations. The review panel is
representative of a variety of community members and a variety of
backgrounds and interests who reside throughout the Putnam County
area.
The third step is to familiarize new panel members with regrant program
goals, policies and procedures and provide the entire panel with copies of
applications for review.
The fourth step is to convene the panel at the annual Panel Meeting where
they discuss, review, consider, and rank each application with an eye to
reward artistic merit and public access and, if possible, to spread the
funding to as many Putnam towns as possible.
The progress and success of each funded project is monitored through
mid-year and final reports from the recipients as well as through ongoing
project audits by PAC representatives.



100% of County funding is disseminated to cultural organizations and
community non-profits throughout Putnam County.

| have separately provided:
e An Arts Link Community Regrant Program overview.
¢ Alist of Re-grant review panel members for 2026
e A list of the grants panel funding recommendations for the projects
supported with Putnam County’s $15,000 contribution to the Program.

It is our hope that you will be able to present these recommendations at the next
Rules, Enactments and Inter-Governmental Relations meeting followed by a
review of the full Legislature. | am available for any questions that may arise.

Sincerely,
oo Picone

President & Executive Director

Putnam Arts Council

at the Belle Levine Art Center
521 Kennicut Hill Road
Mahopac, NY 10541

t: 845/803-8622; 845/216-0636

S
fibs




Putnam Arts Council’s
Arts Link Community Grant Program 2026

Program Overview

The Putnam Arts Council serves as an outside agency for Putnam County and
manages the Arts Link Community Grant Program supported with public funds from
Putnam County. The Program is managed and monitored by the Putnam Arts Council
and provides public funds to artists, arts organizations, and Putnam County community
non-profits, fostering quality arts projects and activities that are open to the public and
offered throughout Putnam County. Goals of the Arts Link Program include supporting
programs that enrich and elevate the quality of life for County residents, expanding
opportunities for artists and arts organizations, and developing audiences for the arts.
The Program also connects artists with their communities, promotes discussion and
interaction, and encourages cultural tourism.

The 2026 Arts Link Program received 23 funding requests from Putnam community
non-profits throughout totaling $100,500 with available Program funding at $85,000
which represents a 9.2% increase in funding requests from the previous year. The
grant funds are comprised of $15,000 in public funds from Putnam County and the
balance of $75,000 through the NYS Council on the Arts with support from the Office of
the Governor and the NYS Legislature.

The 2026 Program will support 23 grants, 7 of which will receive funding through
County dollars. Some projects receive only Putnam County dollars while others receive
a combination of County and State funds. Some receive only State funds. A list of
panel funding recommendations for FY26 is provided under separate cover.

The Program serves residents of all ages and interests including children, teens and
seniors with quality arts projects that are open to the public and provides work
opportunities for visual, performing, and literary artists from Putnam County and the
region. This year the Program will support projects in music, dance, theater, literature,
visual art, and multi-disciplinary projects.

An independent panel of community members meets to review and evaluate all
applications and to recommend funding for the projects. The panel is comprised of
artists and community members who are familiar with the arts in general have attended
art programming in Putnam County. Evaluations are based on the project’s artistic
merit as well as its ability to reach a broad audience throughout the County, generate
the most benefit to the community, and support the professional development of artists
and arts groups. Program diversity (visual, performing, literary) is also a consideration.
Ratings determine funding decisions. These decisions are presented to Putnam
County Legislature for their consideration. The Board of the Putnam Arts Council




received panel recommendations, and they review and approve the recommendations
prior to County review.

PAC does not retain an administrative fee for the County-funded portion of the re-grant
program; 100% of the $15,000 in grant funding is disseminated to the applicants.

The Arts Council stays connected to the Program’s award recipients year-round
providing guidance and technical support as needed. Projects are audited by PAC
staff and panel members as well as Board and community volunteers. PAC requires

final project reports.

Once projects begin, PAC helps to market them advertising online and in print through
our bi-monthly Cultural Arts Calendar. The Calendar is made available at public sites
throughout the County as well at sites where funded projects are taking place (libraries,
art centers, historical sites etc.). The Calendar is also shared with the Putnam County
Tourism Department who is most supportive in posting and sharing.




The Putnam Arts Council

2026 Arts Link Grants Panel

Donald Osborne - of Putnam Valley teaches children's theatre in NYC public schools

Amanda Hanaburgh - of Holmes, NY works for Putnam County government and has taken
classes at the Arts Council

Sherry Mayo - of Mahopac is an artist and head of the digital arts program at Westchester
Community College in Peekskill

Robin Esser and Rebecca Rabinowitz - represent Patterson/ Brewster and both actively
participate in the arts in their area

Debra Broshi — of Garrison is a playwright, visual artist and singer who has firsthand
engagement with many local arts organizations cross-county




Committee: Rules Mtg Resolution #
Introduced By Regular Mtg: April 7, 2026
Seconded By Special Mtg

APPROVAL/ RE-APPOINTMENTS/ PUTNAM COUNTY HOME
IMPROVEMENT BOARD/ CUSANELLI, HARNISH, HULL, & LYONS

RESOLVED, that the following be re-appointed to the Putham County
Home Improvement Board:

Christoper Cusanelli, Town of Southeast, as an Engineer, for a two
(2) year term said term to expire December 31, 2027.

Paul Harnish, Town of Carmel, as a Contractor, for a two (2) year
term, said term to expire December 31, 2027.

Charles Hull, Town of Carmel, as a Citizen Representative, for a two
(2) year term, said term to expire December 31, 2027.

Christopher Lyons, Town of Southeast, as a Tradesman, for a two (2)
year term, said term to expire December 31, 2027.

And be it further

RESOLVED, that this appointment comply with any requirements to
file an Oath of Office pursuant to the New York State Public Officers Law.

ROLL CALL VOTE

YES

NO

YES

NO

YES

NO

YES

NO

Legislator Addonizio

Legislator Crowley

Legislator D’ Angelo

Legislator Gouldman

Legislator Montgomery

Legislator Regan

Legislator Russo

Legislator Sayegh

Chairman Birmingham







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































