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March 2025- Developmental 

Disabilities Awareness Month 

 
#WeReHereAllYear #DDAwareness #InvolveUs 

 
The National Association of Councils on Developmental 

Disabilities’ (NACDD) 2025 theme, is “We’re Here All Year”, 

which emphasizes that community, accessibility, and 

opportunities for people with developmental disabilities 

should be recognized and championed every day, not 

just in March. (For more info- 2025 DD Awareness Month: 

We’re Here All Year! – NACDD) 

 

What is the history of Developmental Disabilities 

Awareness Month? 
Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month began with 

in 1987, with a proclamation made by President Ronald 

Reagan, which sought to bring attention to the 

contributions of individuals with developmental 

disabilities and the challenges they face.  

 

What are some Developmental Disabilities? 
 Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) 

 Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) 

 Intellectual Disabilities and learning disabilities 

 Cerebral Palsy 

 Down Syndrome 

 Epilepsy 

 Language Disorders 

 Sensory Disabilities (such as hearing loss and 

vision impairment) 

 

How can I learn more or help others learn 

more? 
 Facilitate conversations about respect, 

acceptance, and the ways we can make  

our communities more inclusive. 

 Ask questions, “meet us, know us, involve us” 

 

Local community acknowledgement and 

events for March 2025: 
 Putnam County proclaims March 

Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month at 

the legislative meeting on March 4, 2025. 

 

 

 This March, Carmel Central School District will 

celebrate Disability Awareness Month with a 

series of seminars and workshops. Stay tuned for 

more information! The calendar will be posted 

on www.carmelschools.org. 

 

 

March 21, 2025 

World Down Syndrome Day 

 
 

World Down Syndrome Day (WDSD), celebrated on 

March 21st annually, is a global awareness day, officially 

observed by the United Nations since 2012. The date for 

World Down Syndrome Day, being the 21st day of the 3rd 

month, was selected to signify the uniqueness of the 

triplication (trisomy) of the 21st chromosome which 

causes Down syndrome. 

 
Join us on World Down Syndrome Day to raise 

awareness and end the stereotypes…. 

 

 

With #LotsOfSocks 
 

Believe it or not, socks get people talking! 

On March 21, choose some socks that are going to get 

noticed! They can be mismatched, colorful or share a 

message. The idea is to start a conversation, so when 

people ask you about your socks, you can tell them, 

“I’m wearing them to raise awareness of Down 

syndrome”. 

 

https://nacdd.org/ddam2025/
https://nacdd.org/ddam2025/
http://www.carmelschools.org/
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Here are some ways to learn more about Down 

Syndrome and World Down Syndrome Day: 
 

World Down Syndrome Day Resource Hub- 
https://www.worlddownsyndromeday.org/wdsd-2025-resource-

hub  

The National Down Syndrome Society- https://ndss.org/ 

Down Syndrome Association of the Hudson Valley- 

http://www.dsahv.org/ 
 

 

From the desk of: 

 
Disability Rights & Employment Awareness Symposium 

(DREAM) 

 

The 2025 DREAM Symposium 

 

Save the Date: The fourth annual DREAM (Disability 

Rights & Employment Awareness Month) Symposium will 

be held on October 28, 2025. 

To watch previous symposiums click HERE. 

 

 

 
 

Executive Budget Hearings 

 

Acting Commissioner Baer Testifies on Governor Hochul's 

Proposed Fiscal Year 2026 Executive Budget 

 

Acting Commissioner Baer testified before members of 

the Legislature at the 2025 Mental Hygiene Budget 

Hearing on February 5. Watch or read her testimony. 

 

 

Acting Commissioner Baer Visits the Center for Discovery 

Specialty Hospital 

 
 

 

Acting Commissioner Willow Baer visited the new The 

Center for Discovery Specialty Hospital in Rock Hill where 

she toured the hospital and other facilities. The Acting 

Commissioner's visit came in advance of the 

announcement by Governor Hochul and Senator 

Schumer that this first-of-its kind children's specialty 

hospital in New York State had opened. Funding for the 

hospital was made possible through a federal low-interest 

loan as well as state investment.  “Achieving health 

equity for people with developmental disabilities is a 

priority for the Office for People With Developmental 

Disabilities and ensuring access to complete medical 

care for children, in an appropriate setting, is a part of 

that goal. We’re so excited for The Center for Discovery’s 

new Children’s Specialty Hospital to begin to help New 

York families and are grateful to our state and federal 

partners for making this vital resource possible for children 

and teenagers with complex medical conditions." said 

Acting Commissioner Willow Baer. 

Read the full announcement. 
 

OMBUDS Program Up and Running! 

 
 

The Ombuds Program, headed by the Community 

Service Society of New York, is up and running. 

This independent program is here to: 

•  Help people with developmental 

disabilities and their families 

advocate for themselves. 

• Assist in resolving concerns about 

service access and quality. 

• Educate people about their rights 

and how to navigate the OPWDD 

system effectively. 

The Ombuds program complements the existing service 

system by providing an additional avenue for addressing 

unresolved issues. Care managers and Care 

Coordination Organizations remain your primary 

resources for service access and coordination. 

Need support? Contact the Ombuds Program today: 

Call: 1-800-762-9290 

Learn More: cssny.org/programs/entry/iddo 

 

https://www.worlddownsyndromeday.org/wdsd-2025-resource-hub
https://www.worlddownsyndromeday.org/wdsd-2025-resource-hub
https://ndss.org/
http://www.dsahv.org/
https://www.ny.gov/office-chief-disability-officer/disability-related-media#dream_symposium_recordings
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fopwdd.ny.gov%252Fnews%252Fjoint-legislative-budget-hearing-testimony-new-york-state-office-people-developmental%2F1%2F01010194e181308b-24623a16-779a-4b8d-a56f-d9047c57eb05-000000%2FsFZP98FMtN3RaejTeEZHYAC6FuFoGX07C5DABpDJ-qw%3D391&data=05%7C02%7Cdana.touponse%40putnamcountyny.gov%7Ca37a188fb5b243e38fee08dd479ebecb%7Cc6df28f5475c4383add6eaef824e869f%7C0%7C0%7C638745469314139070%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=b8O5JShILnKXhsdMsDKAaK%2BjLD%2BBOOXP4sz2ASDmnRM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.facebook.com%252Fthecenterfordiscoveryofficial%253F__cft__%25255B0%25255D%3DAZXrI_aMsxDZGlCj_Y_cfFxhPjLlYWU84wLgx2_4osuuToHcgN7v0aWSaxuXs9AMCXY_NzEDMGuDHOcL2o-HN9D_iRotL_DO7VG6czQbeeHvG-rpwAeYwgQtsNVhtUT36JZr76v2rNz9Ozw7mL1vr1I5UAThi3TRmHf_JjAutchnWFXl6XDX33nSB1MbH_5b4lY%2526__tn__%3D-%25255DK-R%2F1%2F01010194e181308b-24623a16-779a-4b8d-a56f-d9047c57eb05-000000%2Fhd6rmI8D6zO3CNwkDAH97P0losJ6r7jJK9FO0oNSh7s%3D391&data=05%7C02%7Cdana.touponse%40putnamcountyny.gov%7Ca37a188fb5b243e38fee08dd479ebecb%7Cc6df28f5475c4383add6eaef824e869f%7C0%7C0%7C638745469314194015%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YPL8U5akX%2BEbHKbclX79hyZFIpl1yjPSsBztwpZwjC8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.facebook.com%252Fthecenterfordiscoveryofficial%253F__cft__%25255B0%25255D%3DAZXrI_aMsxDZGlCj_Y_cfFxhPjLlYWU84wLgx2_4osuuToHcgN7v0aWSaxuXs9AMCXY_NzEDMGuDHOcL2o-HN9D_iRotL_DO7VG6czQbeeHvG-rpwAeYwgQtsNVhtUT36JZr76v2rNz9Ozw7mL1vr1I5UAThi3TRmHf_JjAutchnWFXl6XDX33nSB1MbH_5b4lY%2526__tn__%3D-%25255DK-R%2F1%2F01010194e181308b-24623a16-779a-4b8d-a56f-d9047c57eb05-000000%2Fhd6rmI8D6zO3CNwkDAH97P0losJ6r7jJK9FO0oNSh7s%3D391&data=05%7C02%7Cdana.touponse%40putnamcountyny.gov%7Ca37a188fb5b243e38fee08dd479ebecb%7Cc6df28f5475c4383add6eaef824e869f%7C0%7C0%7C638745469314194015%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YPL8U5akX%2BEbHKbclX79hyZFIpl1yjPSsBztwpZwjC8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.governor.ny.gov%252Fnews%252Fgovernor-hochul-and-senator-schumer-announce-first-its-kind-childrens-specialty-hospital-new%253Ffbclid%3DIwY2xjawII9QVleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHRfGBaANpsns6V4lLyTLA1zA9qofVD5JBEB7HQ07wEFtE5hr9HdtTRgwaw_aem_lapLYx2WLUB6bbbB93L7BA%2F1%2F01010194e181308b-24623a16-779a-4b8d-a56f-d9047c57eb05-000000%2F4fHGhmE-oBFq-s3bP_pXkipLopND_7-hCrUrJ5gTOqo%3D391&data=05%7C02%7Cdana.touponse%40putnamcountyny.gov%7Ca37a188fb5b243e38fee08dd479ebecb%7Cc6df28f5475c4383add6eaef824e869f%7C0%7C0%7C638745469314207143%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Al5tMiZwDVXRt1z1%2FsNP3bCl2X6TOsMwZTacB%2FgmuQc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fl.facebook.com%252Fl.php%253Fu%3Dhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fcssny.org%25252Fprograms%25252Fentry%25252Fiddo%25253Ffbclid%25253DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0hoh98y4AmRVaGnHurD7BteQA11wRleAp5A2jla_eU-oaofW9wqFLAqdA_aem_D3seIEmfkp3cm6h5_sYqVw%2526h%3DAT1zv-c02McwJ1Ub3z0bFh2Yga3CH70nidePcoI16oO-YWxF9Yp4oBjl3rX--wtYxEYur-5MjR34xoPyXEd0LyvkiTDY2ORj3wGEsHKO-X0YihjyW0XtaS-MKsgS9wr90dAb%2526__tn__%3D-UK-R%2526c%25255B0%25255D%3DAT3H1CzkuD4xGirbhG6U3ewBzzHnmDWunzAbtgkiEpOU9McvGMuRFgvUl2giq5GlWKMWP8FS1FVVtIDVAEqIAyrxoBe4OVUW7K492sNjkJALfteZtal1uHL2C7dg6KQ4WTKU9Ax3HLIP-jiAsK1CWBcgOwMbGhnc4t6s7UH3MCBf07iCMcwNFZDjsYLKq2yrenB69B837GHP2mTPgRbyq3vW4Ds%2F1%2F01010194e181308b-24623a16-779a-4b8d-a56f-d9047c57eb05-000000%2FhKvkxHMdQbN5S-pGbDB1ALcWILHvKhubSnuSSGLsVMc%3D391&data=05%7C02%7Cdana.touponse%40putnamcountyny.gov%7Ca37a188fb5b243e38fee08dd479ebecb%7Cc6df28f5475c4383add6eaef824e869f%7C0%7C0%7C638745469314266103%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cluqH%2FXJWCwO6B67CBuJl8RN%2FQVlwbTEOM2RuUhIA9c%3D&reserved=0
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2024 OPWDD Annual Report Annual Report 

Available in Multiple Languages 
 

OPWDD's 2024 Annual Report is now available in multiple 

languages on the OPWDD website. 

Find the 2024 Annual Report in 13 Languages Here 

 

The Plain Language version of the Annual Report is also 

available in multiple languages.  

Find the 2024 Plain Language Annual Report in 13 

Languages Here 

 

The Annual Report includes important updates on work 

to achieve the goals outlined in the 2023 – 2027 Strategic 

Plan.  

 

Public Meetings: 
All information regarding meetings can be found on 

the OPWDD Events page.  

 March 5, 2025: Family Support Services 

Quarterly Meeting (11am-3pm) 

 April 8, 2025: Autism Spectrum Disorders 

Advisory Board Meeting(12pm-2pm) 

 April 9, 2025: Developmental Disabilities 

Advisory Council Meeting (11am-2pm) 

 

Learning/Training Opportunities/Information 

Sessions: 

 

 
Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA) Litigation Update 

 
Event Date/Time: March 19th, 2025, 2:00pm-3:30pm 

Location: Zoom Webinar Platform 

Description: How the courts interpret the ADA can 

greatly impact all ADA stakeholders. This session will 

provide an in-depth review of some of the most 

significant ADA cases from the past year. In addition to 

reviewing the specific facts and ruling of each case, 

there will be discussion of how these cases may affect 

future ADA litigation. The webinar will cover a wide 

variety of issues under Titles I, II and III. Join to have a 

better understanding of what courts across the country 

are saying about the ADA. 

Registration Link: 

https://www.accessibilityonline.org/ada-

legal/session/?id=111155(link is external) 

 

 

 

 
Planning for a Loved One with Special Needs 

 

Topics to be discussed include: 

 What is a special needs trust, why you “must 

have” one and how to fund it effectively 

 How to save and plan for your retirement while 

funding your special needs plan 

 What is an ABLE account and why you may 

want to open one 

 

Registration (Webinar to be held via ZOOM): 

• March 6, 2025- 12 pm-1pm REGISTER HERE. 

• March 12, 2025- 7pm-8pm REGISTER HERE. 

 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fgcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%252F%253Furl%3Dhttps%25253A%25252F%25252Fopwdd.ny.gov%25252Fstrategic-planning%25252F2024-strategic-plan-annual-report%2526data%3D05%25257C02%25257Ckathleen.a.oneill%252540opwdd.ny.gov%25257Ccacad8f67a0b490838fc08dd3f221ef8%25257Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%25257C0%25257C0%25257C638736137984863493%25257CUnknown%25257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%25253D%25253D%25257C0%25257C%25257C%25257C%2526sdata%3DjX3Zy6z%25252Bdi6vvmoiE%25252Blg7AXWZY6KB2jLrlkH%25252FTFxPSw%25253D%2526reserved%3D0%2F1%2F01010194e181308b-24623a16-779a-4b8d-a56f-d9047c57eb05-000000%2FzKfVNenxSFjNFM9HUwUr-8ZfDs-AnlJxp1Q61PYsbd4%3D391&data=05%7C02%7Cdana.touponse%40putnamcountyny.gov%7Ca37a188fb5b243e38fee08dd479ebecb%7Cc6df28f5475c4383add6eaef824e869f%7C0%7C0%7C638745469314281176%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oGqROvo6Y5dJtxD6cLxrMwvCBlo6Iq3d%2Bh%2FWYKpsih0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fgcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%252F%253Furl%3Dhttps%25253A%25252F%25252Fopwdd.ny.gov%25252Fstrategic-planning%25252F2024-strategic-plan-annual-report-plain-language-document%2526data%3D05%25257C02%25257Ckathleen.a.oneill%252540opwdd.ny.gov%25257Ccacad8f67a0b490838fc08dd3f221ef8%25257Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%25257C0%25257C0%25257C638736137984889458%25257CUnknown%25257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%25253D%25253D%25257C0%25257C%25257C%25257C%2526sdata%3DPW%25252B7gjF%25252F4ZCeKg77vPD7CTYPzfLKIIztN29mjHGCMoM%25253D%2526reserved%3D0%2F1%2F01010194e181308b-24623a16-779a-4b8d-a56f-d9047c57eb05-000000%2FoMUUs9yajtSjzwaoc_jPBlPFtM1P2NOR5joNQGxH2Us%3D391&data=05%7C02%7Cdana.touponse%40putnamcountyny.gov%7Ca37a188fb5b243e38fee08dd479ebecb%7Cc6df28f5475c4383add6eaef824e869f%7C0%7C0%7C638745469314294832%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HFpC7nynDDuwQwhVEoeQThsXDqh%2FVDiGHLVr9FdxTgc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fgcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%252F%253Furl%3Dhttps%25253A%25252F%25252Fopwdd.ny.gov%25252Fstrategic-planning%25252F2024-strategic-plan-annual-report-plain-language-document%2526data%3D05%25257C02%25257Ckathleen.a.oneill%252540opwdd.ny.gov%25257Ccacad8f67a0b490838fc08dd3f221ef8%25257Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%25257C0%25257C0%25257C638736137984889458%25257CUnknown%25257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%25253D%25253D%25257C0%25257C%25257C%25257C%2526sdata%3DPW%25252B7gjF%25252F4ZCeKg77vPD7CTYPzfLKIIztN29mjHGCMoM%25253D%2526reserved%3D0%2F1%2F01010194e181308b-24623a16-779a-4b8d-a56f-d9047c57eb05-000000%2FoMUUs9yajtSjzwaoc_jPBlPFtM1P2NOR5joNQGxH2Us%3D391&data=05%7C02%7Cdana.touponse%40putnamcountyny.gov%7Ca37a188fb5b243e38fee08dd479ebecb%7Cc6df28f5475c4383add6eaef824e869f%7C0%7C0%7C638745469314294832%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HFpC7nynDDuwQwhVEoeQThsXDqh%2FVDiGHLVr9FdxTgc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fopwdd.ny.gov%252Fstrategic-planning%252Fopwdd-2023-2027-strategic-plan-document-all-languages%2F1%2F01010194e181308b-24623a16-779a-4b8d-a56f-d9047c57eb05-000000%2Fq3Cr6eemWpp6VtRoHcD1znWwyzc0vtjq8F-4RrvRF4s%3D391&data=05%7C02%7Cdana.touponse%40putnamcountyny.gov%7Ca37a188fb5b243e38fee08dd479ebecb%7Cc6df28f5475c4383add6eaef824e869f%7C0%7C0%7C638745469314309659%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yKdd%2FgSNMiCzqo4ZY0Sa%2FgoAb0KlB6OknnYNmlqQaN4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fopwdd.ny.gov%252Fstrategic-planning%252Fopwdd-2023-2027-strategic-plan-document-all-languages%2F1%2F01010194e181308b-24623a16-779a-4b8d-a56f-d9047c57eb05-000000%2Fq3Cr6eemWpp6VtRoHcD1znWwyzc0vtjq8F-4RrvRF4s%3D391&data=05%7C02%7Cdana.touponse%40putnamcountyny.gov%7Ca37a188fb5b243e38fee08dd479ebecb%7Cc6df28f5475c4383add6eaef824e869f%7C0%7C0%7C638745469314309659%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yKdd%2FgSNMiCzqo4ZY0Sa%2FgoAb0KlB6OknnYNmlqQaN4%3D&reserved=0
https://opwdd.ny.gov/events
https://www.accessibilityonline.org/ada-legal/session/?id=111155(link%20is%20external)
https://www.accessibilityonline.org/ada-legal/session/?id=111155(link%20is%20external)
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/3617392068221/WN_Qq2mgsjzQaGvrD4pDtEyWw#/registration
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6217392069499/WN_kxpPEPXOQZOyNKnS0S53Ew#/registration
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ADAPT Community Network 

 
A webinar addressing what an intellectual disability is, 

how it is diagnosed and how it differs from a learning 

disability. 

 

When: Thursday March 6, 2025 10am-11:30 am 

To register: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Oe0UdT6

TMeDOctEg6XSMQ#/registration 

 

 

 

 

 
Seizure Recognition and First Aid Certification 

 

Training is available on the first Wednesday of every 

month from 3:00 pm-4:30pm 

 

Register here: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMkcuyhrTM

vGdBIDUg4QtYl9Iab60eS4rvR#/registration 

 

 

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Oe0UdT6TMeDOctEg6XSMQ#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Oe0UdT6TMeDOctEg6XSMQ#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMkcuyhrTMvGdBIDUg4QtYl9Iab60eS4rvR#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMkcuyhrTMvGdBIDUg4QtYl9Iab60eS4rvR#/registration
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(Parent to Parent of NYS) Let’s Take a Crash Course 

on Understanding how to Read an IEP 

Date: March 24, 2025 

Time: 10 am-12pm 

 
Please join us for this training “Let’s Take a Crash Course 

on Understanding how to Read your child’s IEP.” Does 

your child have an IEP (Individualized Education 

Program)? We’ll walk through the different sections of the 

IEP and discuss how to advocate for supports to make 

sure the IEP reflects your child’s abilities and needs. 

Because states and local school systems may include 

additional information, forms differ from state to state and 

may vary between school systems within a state. The IEP, 

Individualized Education Program, is a written document 

that’s developed for each public-school child who is 

eligible for special education. The IEP is created through 

a team effort and reviewed at least once a year. This 

training will teach you how to read the IEP so you can 

understand what should and can be in the IEP. 

 

Link to register: Click here  
 

 

(Parent to Parent of NYS) A Guide for Families to 

Understanding Supports & Services Administered by 

OPWDD 

Date: April 2, 2025 

Time: 11:00 am - 12:30 pm 

 
Please join Parent to Parent of NYS, for this great 

presentation on A Guide for Families to Understanding 

Supports & Services Administered by OPWDD. The 

purpose of this training is to introduce families to the 

language of service delivery systems and to define and 

clarify information about services and supports. 

Participants will gain an increased awareness and 

understanding of eligibility criteria and the eligibility 

determination process. The training includes an overview 

of Home and Community Based Services Waiver, and 

Family Support Services. 

 

Link to register: 

Click here. 

 

 

 

In the news: 

 
Published Feb. 25, 2025 

Special education enrollment climbs to nearly 8M 

 
“Data suggests the number of students with disabilities 

between ages 3-21 could jump by about 1 million 

between 2021 and 2025 if current trends hold.” 

 

Why student counts are increasing- Several factors may 

explain the rise in special education students. For one 

thing, pandemic-related learning loss and social 

isolation due to extended school closures set students 

back academically and emotionally. Some special 

education professionals had predicted at the start of the 

pandemic that COVID-related learning loss could lead 

to a greater demand for special education services.  

 

Another possible explanation for demand for special 

education services is developmental setbacks from 

increased screen time of young children and the 

negative mental health impacts of social media use on 

students, researchers and educators said.  

 

“The No. 1 issue that we hear from teachers is dealing 

with more aggressive behaviors and even more out-of-

control behaviors,” Wolfram said.”  

 

To read the full article: Click HERE  

 

In pop culture: 

 
February 24, 2025: 

Kelly Clarkson Loves Viral Company Helping Adults 

On The Spectrum Gain Independence 

 
"Those with disabilities are different, not less." Spectrum 

Designs is a New York screen printing company that is 

thriving thanks to its employees, over half of which have 

autism or are neurodivergent. Kelly meets co-founder 

Matt, who explains why other entrepreneurs should hire 

people with disabilities. Kelly also meets their social 

media specialist, Kelli, who is helping the company go 

viral thanks to her videos highlighting the colorful 

personalities of their employees. 

 

Watch the video here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vgVdxUvIOnE  

 

To learn more about Spectrum Designs: 

https://www.spectrumdesigns.org/ 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_-W7Ywr7-TM2IKFYwiZjXVw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Ycuk19XkSzq8ehIgtkN2Nw
https://www.k12dive.com/news/number-of-special-education-students-climbs-to-near-8-million/740413/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vgVdxUvIOnE
https://www.spectrumdesigns.org/
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Recreational events/activities: 

 

 
Visit Putnam County Tourism for Putnam County 

happenings: https://www.putnamcountyny.gov/tourism 

 

 

 

2025 Autism Awareness Walk 
When: Saturday, April 26, 2025 

            Rain date April 27, 2025 

Time: 11:00 am-2:00 pm 

Where: Tilly Foster Farm- 100 NY 312, Brewster, NY 

How to register: https://putnamcountyny.gov/aaw  

 

 

 
 

The Ability of Art  
When: Grand Opening March 6, 2025- 10 am-2pm 

Tuesdays and Thursdays during the month of March 

from 10am-2pm 

Where: Studio Around the Corner 

67 Main Street Suite 101 Brewster, NY 10509 

 

 
John Bramblitt- Blind artist 

https://www.putnamcountyny.gov/tourism
https://putnamcountyny.gov/aaw
https://putnamcountyny.gov/aaw
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Sun, Moon & Stars 

Autism-Friendly Easter Bunny Express 

 
 

Autism Friendly Easter Bunny Express 
Saturday April 12 
4:00 pm - 5:30 pm 

Railroad Museum of New England 
There is no better way to celebrate the coming of spring 

than on the Naugatuck Railroad's Easter Bunny Express! 

 

The Autism Friendly Train Rides with the Railroad Museum 

of New England are considered sensory friendly 

(lowered music) and judgement-free. Climb aboard for 

a 1 hour and 20-minute train ride through the beautiful 

Litchfield Hills as they reawaken after a cold, long 

winter's nap. Passengers on these trains enjoy a stop at 

the Bunny Patch where children will have the chance to 

help rescue the Easter Bunny's rubber duck friends! 

 
All children will have the opportunity to meet the Easter 

Bunny himself, as well as receive a chocolate-filled egg 

from his very own collection. 

 

Booking Easter Bunny Express for 4/12/25 - Railroad 

Museum of New England - for tickets 

PROMO CODE: MOON for $5.00 discount 

Classes of Service — Railroad Museum of New England - 

For more info 

Venue: Railroad Museum of New England 
860-283-7245 

info@rmne.org 

https://www.rmne.org 

 

 

 
 

The 17th annual ReelAbilities Film Festival: New York 

(RFFNY), the world’s leading exhibitor showcasing and 

redefining how disability is perceived and presented in 

entertainment media, returns April 3-9, 2025, with another 

dynamic lineup celebrating the lives, stories, and artistic 

expressions of people with disabilities worldwide. 

 

ReelAbilities continues to set industry standards, providing 

a wide range of accessibility accommodations 

throughout all festival screenings, conversations and 

special events, ensures accessibility for all by including: 

 

 Open captions for all films 

 Closed Audio description for all films 

 ASL interpretation and Live captioning (CART) for 

all Q&As, and panel discussions and events 

 Festival materials in Braille and large font formats 

 Sensory friendly break rooms and fidgets 

 All venues accessible for wheelchairs and other 

mobility devices, service animals, and more. 

 Accessible Virtual options for many of the films 

via their streaming site: 

www.reelabilities.org/stream 

 

Full details about the festival, including passes, and 

ticket sales, are available at: 

https://reelabilities.org/newyork/ 

 

 
 

https://calendar.boomte.ch/single/ypA8U1vM6uW2L3owW2O4w?date=2025-04-12T16:00:00-04:00,2025-04-12T17:30:00-04:00,0
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/rmne/items/611662/availability/1694895872/book/?full-items=yes&back=https://www.rmne.org/excursions/easter-bunny-express&g4=yes
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/rmne/items/611662/availability/1694895872/book/?full-items=yes&back=https://www.rmne.org/excursions/easter-bunny-express&g4=yes
https://www.rmne.org/classes
mailto:info@rmne.org
https://www.rmne.org/
http://www.reelabilities.org/stream
https://reelabilities.org/newyork/

