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4 Major Military Events That 
Happened on Christmas

On Christmas Day every year, many Americans relax and enjoy time with 
their families. For many of our troops, though, it can be a day of sacrifice 
and hardship.   Over the history of the U.S., several big military actions 
have taken place on Dec. 25. Here are four noteworthy ones.

While this wasn't exactly a military action, it's definitely a symbol of America's 
military might.  John Philip Sousa, who grew up during the Civil War, was a 
talented musician who became a long-time director of the U.S. Marine Band. 
Known as the "March King," he was a rock star of his time, eventually starting 
his own band in 1892.  On Christmas Day 1896, while crossing the Atlantic on 
his way home from a European vacation, Sousa's lasting legacy came to him. 
He said the notes for "Stars and Stripes Forever" were born out of 
homesickness and fond memories of his time as the Marine Band's leader.                                 
The iconic song officially became America's national march in 1987.

1776: Washington's Famous Crossing of 
the Delaware

The winter of 1776 didn't start as a good one for Gen. George Washington's Continental Army. They suffered many defeats in 
the first few months of the American Revolution and had been pushed out of New York and New Jersey into Pennsylvania. For 
the troops, morale was low.  Washington needed to renew faith in the battle for independence, so he decided to surprise the 
Hessians — German troops hired by the British — who were stationed in Trenton, New Jersey. He figured that doing so after 
the enemy's Christmas celebrations would find them groggy and unprepared for a fight, especially as a terrible winter storm 
was brewing.  So late Christmas night, Washington and his troops hopped in boats and waded across the icy Delaware River to 
test his theory — and he was right. At dawn on Dec. 26, about 2,400 frozen Continentals pushed into Trenton, and they did 
indeed surprise the enemy, who surrendered within an hour and a half.  The mission, which became known as the Battle of 
Trenton, was of huge significance to the Continental Army's cause. Not only did it raise the troops' spirits, but it revived the 
hope of the colonists, who were beginning to think their battle for independence wasn't feasible.

1864: The First Battle of Fort Fisher

For most of the Civil War, North Carolina's Fort Fisher saw very little combat. 
But that changed on Christmas 1864, when the Union decided it wanted to 
capture the last port the Confederates held on the Atlantic Ocean.  It was a 
debacle for the Union.  First, the Union tried to pack a warship with 
explosives and blow up the fort's walls — but that didn't work. It just blew 
up their ship and alerted the Confederates of an imminent attack. So on 
Christmas Eve, the Union tried again, bombarding the fort with heavy 
gunfire, most of which fell short or missed its target.  On Christmas morning, 
Union commanders decided to shell an area north of the fort so troops could 
land and come ashore. But when they did, more disappointment followed — 
the fort's heavy artillery was completely unscathed, so that was a no-go, too. 
It was only then that the Union ordered troops to retreat.  While the first 
Battle of Fort Fisher was a massive failure for the Union, the second wasn't. 
In mid-January 1865, Union troops were finally able to capture the fort, 
effectively cutting the Confederates off from global trade and supplies. The 
Civil War ended three months later. (Continued on next page)
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Many of us in Vietnam would have treasured 
the above Zippo lighter as a Christmas gift.
However the most cherished gifts came from 
home and I thought it would be nice to tell a 
story about a gift from my Mom.  It was 
actually a Thanksgiving Gift but I did not  
have it to open until a bit after Christmas.  

About a week or two prior to Thanksgiving a 
package arrived at the 523rd Signal 
Battalion mail room for me.  This was my new 
unit.  The logistical problem was that I was 
at the 23rd Medical Hospital with malaria.  So 
the clerk in the mailroom checked the roster 
and saw where I was and sent the package 
to the 23rd Med.  However by the time the 
package arrived I had been transferred to 
the 91st Evacuation Hospital.  The clerk at 
23rd Med mailroom followed the protocol and 
sent the package back to the 523rd Signal 
Battalion. When the package arrived back at 
the 523rd the clerk again checked the roster 
and sent the package to the 91st Evac.  Once 
it arrived there I had once more been 
transferred to another facility.    

This time I was transferred over 200 miles south to the 
6th Convalescent Center in Cam Ranh Bay.  So once more the 
package was returned to the 523rd and then sent to the 
6th CC.  You get the over all theme.  Of course, by the time 
the package arrived at the 6th CC I was now back at the 
523rd battalion area.  Finaly around New Years Day this 
package was in my hands.  Not counting the days it took to 
come from the states, NY to be precise, it was in my hands 
35 days after Thanksgiving.

I tore the box open.  What to my twinkling eyes did appear 
were 6 pepperoni sticks wrapped in aluminum foil. In 
keeping with the Christas spirit those sicks of succulent 
meat had turned green with mold.  I quickly took them to 
the latrine and with the help of a brush scrubbed the green 
off the sticks.  Presented them to my hootch mates and we 
had a delightful snack.  There were adult beverages 
available to us all to go with the long-traveled meal.  It 
was a wonderful Thanksgiving/Christmas/New Years meal.  
None of us had ever tasted better peperoni.  

Please keep the packages coming to the Troops!!!!!!

A CHRISTMAS STORY
A THANKSGIVING STORY
A NEW YEAR'S STORY
A STORY
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